ER&L 2017: Tacos, Queso, and Electronic Resources by Emery, Jill
Portland State University 
PDXScholar 
Library Faculty Publications and Presentations University Library 
4-2017 
ER&L 2017: Tacos, Queso, and Electronic Resources 
Jill Emery 
Portland State University, jemery@pdx.edu 
Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/ulib_fac 
 Part of the Collection Development and Management Commons, Scholarly Communication 
Commons, and the Scholarly Publishing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Citation Details 
Emery, J. "ER&L 2017: Tacos, Queso, and Electronic Resource" The Charleston Report Vol. 21 Iss. 5 (2017) 
p. 3 - 4. 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Library Faculty 
Publications and Presentations by an authorized administrator of PDXScholar. Please contact us if we can make 
this document more accessible: pdxscholar@pdx.edu. 
The Charleston report	–	March/April	2017	 Page	3
Electronic	Resources	&	Libraries	 (ER&L)	 held	 their	 12th	
anniversary	conference	in	Austin,	Texas,	from	April	2-5,	2017.	
This	event	was	by	far	the	largest	in-person	attended	conference	
in	the	history	of	ER&L	with	over 1,000 people participating. 
There	were	many	more	who	 joined	 into	 the	 live-streaming	






showcase	on	 the	opening	day.	 	 Instead	of	 just	an	afternoon	
of	 vendor	 tables	 and	 the	 reception,	 vendors/providers	 had	
the	ability	 to	exhibit	 for	 the	entire	day	at	a	dedicated	space	
in the conference center.  From speaking with one publisher 
representative, this change was well received as it allowed the 
extension	of	time	to	meet	with	clients	and	interested	parties	
but	still	allowed	plenty	of	time	to	attend	sessions	during	the	
rest of the conference. 
ER&L	launched	their	consultation service arm at the vendor 
showcase	 during	 the	 first	 day	 of	 the	 conference:	 Library	
Consulting	Network.		This	group	has	been	formed	to	develop	
white papers, provide advice and development assistance 
with	products	and	business	models,	research	inquiry,	provide	
speakers, instruction and presenting on various topics, and 
provide electronic resource management advice to institutions 
struggling with best practices. 
The	opening keynote,	“Data	Violence:	Dignity,	Discrimination,	
and	Algorithmic	Identity”	presented	by	Anna	Lauren	Hoffman,	




held during the conference. 











Popular	 events	 included	 the	 “Librarians	 versus	 Publishers	
Family	Feud,”	organized	by	Steve	Shadle	from	University	of	
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Washington	and	Carol	Seilor	from	EBSCO,	which	featured	a	
panel of three librarians “feuding” against three publishers 
regarding	 stereotypes	 of	 one	 another.	 	 This	 led	 to	 a	 very	
honest	and	open	conversation	on	how	these	stereotypes	get	
perpetuated and some audience suggestions for overcoming 
inherent biases in our behavior. 









Other	 programs	 indicated	 that	 libraries	 are	 spending	more	






Another	first	 for	ER&L	this	year	was	 the	“beer” session in 





















All	 in	 all,	 this	 year’s	 conference	was	 a	 resounding success. 
The	weather	stayed	glorious	for	most	of	the	conference	and	





venue will allow in regards to further advances for the event. 
Finally,	 an	 important	 note.	 	 Thanks	 to	 the	 continued	
technological	development	of	the	ER&L	organizers,	it	will	be	
possible	to	purchase	the	2017	Electronic	Resources	&	Libraries	
Conference	archive	on	the	ER&L	website	here:	https://www.
electroniclibrarian.org/2017-sessions/.
